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rtation facilities

gottlers ., DBocause travel was difficult and transpo

parly

wore meager, the settlers were compelled to be self- supporting or self- sustaibning
"™he coming of the Greenbrier Division of the Chesapeake and Ohio Railway
running through Pocahontas County, and connecting with the Western Mearyland Railway
44 Durdin , and the hard surfaced roads thai pass through Pocahontas County, with
.11 i4s rosk based secondary roads , has made ingress and egress , free and
rg=ilitative for Bconomic and social science of the business men of the adjoining
;ntiee of West Virginia; The establishment of the County lines have brought about
we restriction of trade relations between the Counties that have common lines
¢l %% Posabonta County. Highland , and Bath, Counties of the State of Virginia are
ent-usus or border Counties , but trade relations eximt between théabova named
riering Counties of Virginia , with the same degree of Social Economy *
st with Creenbrier , Webster, Randdlph and Pendleton Counties of West Virginia;
waver ,the trade relations between Bheahontas County and the bordering
=tie8 of Wirginia are subject to the State laws of each State ,and each adjoining
rdaring County ,in trade relations ,observe the civil laws of their neighbor States.
At the present time Pocshonta s County ,formés a part of an economical whole,

eof i+ sconamically related to all its adjoining Counties , especially in that part

" e sniee that pertain %o/ and treats of that porti
8 on of h
srnsd with earning a .i\rinb and trade relations, i &c‘tivijy'hich g




« 1ives. Their first church was puilt of logs after the Civil Ware.

.

By

wen Ruzzard next neighbor lived on the ferm where Emery Shinadery

es

s since been replaced by & nice frame buildinge.

T

Copiled from the church r ecords:

ey Ppesbyterian Church built guring thé summer of 1858, dedicated ‘

ve service of Almighty God, on the 27th day of August 1858, dedication

cervice by Rev. Charles C. X. See. Text 127 Psalm, part of the X

verse. By order 'of the Creenbrier Presbyterian this church was

anized by John C. Barr, 21st day of August, 1859, with sixteen members

Liverty Church as follows: Robert D. McCutchan, Robery Curry, Ruling

s:; Flizabeth McCutchanjNancy McLaughlin; Samuel NMcCutchan, Christine

-~

~Cutchan; Elizabeth Curry; Caroline Nottingham; Nency McCutchan,
Caroline Warwick; John B. McCutchan; Robert R. McCutchenj
em FeCutchanj Elizabeth E. ¥cCutchan,"

Pastors who have served the church: Rev. J. C. Barr; Rev. R. P, Kennedy

¥. C. Dunlap; Rev. A H, Hamilton; Rev. J. h., McCown; Rev, Wm. Price;

F,“Alexander; Rev, R. M. Caldwell; Rev, H, W, NcLaughlin; Rev
e e .

: Re., Bain; Rev. J. S. Kennison, Rev. D. M, Monroe.

eminary students who have endeared themselves by their faith-

o many of God's people an X
D €o] nd helped many to become children
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nurch during the 0ivil War cemped in this nice new church

4 peen SO comfortably furnished, and left it = wreck for many

.
1000 and. 1891 under the leadership of RHev. W, H., Pallengee the
~3ist Episcopal Church, South was bullt. It was dedicated in August

by Tr. J. W, Young. Tpustees were William H. Cackley, Jacob Tayior,
o, Re ! ~re and E. N, Moore. I'nhe Lewisburg District Conference met at
+his church at that time.

he first school at Dunmore was teught at the Chesley Moore House,
ne first school on the Mc¢Laughlin neighborhood was taught by Jacob C.
¥clsughlin, near present location. He was later called to war and killed
st the battle of Cedar creeﬁ-in 1864, The schoolhouse was destroyed, and
a term of school wes taught in an old house on what is known as the
>arT plsce, wnere

T11itt Carpenter now lives. A school building of rough

-risl wes erected on the bank between the homes of Lawrence and Russell

In the Dinmore Community are the following schools: Hillside, Buzzard
= ’

x, MeLaughlin; Curry; and Dunmore. The Dunmore School was

i in 2 one room building in .
g the year of 1880, Miss Emma Warwick
n first teacher. y
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Juanits §. Pilley ? “.’\,
cyover Lick, We Va.

eb. 16, 1940 POCAHONTAS commr

« The settlers who came into Pooahontas from 1840 to 1860 were pf the same typa as

the earlier ones with the exception of two small mtiomlity groups. The Irish came

suring the potato famine in Ireland, Among the Irish who came Wex© B

syllivans and Conways. Some Irish, of oourée, had come befPre thig time.
I can find no census of nationality groups.and I believe none was kept, as the
groups were not overly large, and they éoon lost their racial integrity by
{ntermarriage, or they moved on elsewhere and did not settle in nationality groups |
for long, if at all,s '

THE DUTCHE BOTTOM SETTLEMENT IN THE 1840's

The Eeform church was established as the church of the Netherlands. Natumlly there
' -

were many who protested against a move to mix the church and state. Pearl Buck in
her book "The Exile™ says there were 300 in the band ir which he? péople sailed for
merica, They came to Pennsylvania to settle on land puréhased by paper, but which

irned out to be swamp land on whick they could not even hope to exist. Many of
fe= went back to the cities. About 100 of them came on south into what is now
Focsahontas County,

"¢ lszd in Poeshontes County was purchaced from Paul McNeel by Rev. William.sch'

worn of New York, Thiec land was on the Williams River and the place was known 5
s

fottom after its settlement, This land was a high,_]evg]_’ fertile plain f:
X » ree

fwenge. There were wild mountains sll around them, U
« Upon this land stood
great

néisne marohed around them, though not hostile, they were ter ifyi
rifying

« How gtrange and hard it w ese o -
. mrd it was for th ity=bred men and women, age-
r; »
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‘ POCAHONTAS COUNTY Page 2
puteh Bottom Settlenent - oont'd
gitizens. -

. : ) .
puring the winter‘of 1858 Epis‘nﬁall company of about 60 persons disbnndedf:
Crops had not been good, and fhe men realizing they knew so little about farming,
and their inability to endure the hardchips of pioneer 1ife in Pocahontas, wanted
to move to some town to go into some business there. : .
Azong those who r;mainod in Pocahontas were the Stﬁltingn}(Poarl Bucks gra#d- @
parents) and the Van Reenans, of which there are many in fha county today. :
The Stultings built their new house on the edge of the English settlement of
Eillsboro in Littlollaveln. ;
¥ost of the Van Reenans today live on the Stony Creek section of tha-County in
Edray Distriot, .
From = The Exile = Buck
Pocahontas Times - April 27, 1939
History of Poca. - Pric;
Puring these two decades 1840 = 1860 we did not get so many eettlarS‘as.tha west
w2t beling settled at that time and people passed on over going farther‘uaat..so
"ary of our own people, especially from Little Levels, also moved on, There are so
WREY WcVeels, Beards, Callisons, Poages, Hills, Gays, Bridgers and Clunens from
#fcutas in one ccunty in Missouri that it was often called "Little Virginia®

®F% sito went to Ohio and Indiana. In 1840 the population of Focahontas was

1,922 and in 1860 only 5,958 an inorease of only 1,036 persons.
Calvin Price -
Hintory of Pooa, - Price
¢ NPPer part of the County had been montly ;m]wn].l-ml-! by

! ‘the Germans and Frenoh,

SRE Yie lowes part of the sounty ;-r]ur!l, by the Sootoh - Irish, While the Ge
rman

TRRER Are S0 deminant in upper Fooa, and the Sootoh « Irieh names in 1
Ower

T8 oL they bave intersarried and dai¢d

not long remain separate nationality groups .,




CHAPTER 4 SECTION 4b = QUESTIONS Pf&' 3 8
POCAHONTAS COUNTY

thie period 1810 to 1860 farms in the county increased in number, but

sed in size. The original land holders who had owned, sometimes, thoulnndl

aores began to divide them among their heirs, or to s ell off portions of thei:

st estate. Mrs, L. M. Coyner here at Clover Lick tells me that her paoplo, tha -'“ ,
_rl’.rwickl, lost a lot of their land by going on bonds or notes, and that tho land
was s01d sometimes for as 1ittle as 50 cents per acre. This was, perhaps true

of many of the land owners of the county. For in going through their wills and

the settlement of their estates, I found that many of them were on notes and bonds.*

sAfter these large farms or plantations were divided the average farm was from

-
-

200 acres to 1000 acres. They are still being divided yet today, until only ong
the Eevener estate in Greenbank District remains undivided. ﬁany of the estates

bave passed completely out of the hands of the heirs of the original owners.

These people, of course, traded with each other to some extent. Bartering was

—
Ve

ontes as elsewhere., Work, however, was the one thing they traded most

with each oth

other, for work was the one thing needed most to turn the wilderness into
to erect their log houses. When a man had a house to build or a field to

¢ clesred, all the neighbors helped him and he in turn helped them, "Log rollings

-~
a=”d "k

wuse raisings” got much work done and also gave a chance for social contact

%ct only for the men but for the women who got together and prepared the feast,
‘tes there were the "husking bees" and "quilting parties™, all of "hiCh'proba'bly
#5cef up in w dance that night. Work not exchanged was paid for with Produce instead

(Theee will be taken up more in Chapter 5)

=P o -
s 3 =y
g "

#ir satile, horses and sheep were sold to Innnastar,

Pa., to Philadelphia,

“itimore, Fichmond, Btaunton and Winohester. Richmond ospeohlly WiE an excellent
en
= e r horsess The settlers would load up their pnok horses with furt hig
C es
risé feer s.._;_‘_ called deor saddle :

« A 1ittle leathor, some few persons took a small
thaast. They would go across the mour
itain, sell, or excha
" | nge their
ooty r lead, a 11t SUgAr and a 1itt)
: . ® oloth, though moat
of the cloth w
Weir pack horses wers also sold T

. Calvin Price e
h.;
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History of of uarlinton
rt cume to Karlins Bottom and found

1751 general Andrew Lewis and Ceptain John Stue
Stepho.n geivell living here rithout families, Marlin and Seivell were

"".rl in and
the land upon which they

aniel Boone type who did not bother +o0 take title to

tyed. S0 Lewis nad the first go ab survey

;“ own grant. This survey was respected and the settlers who came

e D
place and clai.ming it as

ing the land at this
in settled up Price

But it is on the Lewis survey thet most of the town of Marlinton is

Run or étony Creek.
t title in West Virginia. The stump of the old corner oek

t, on thecldest and bes
ldest 1and mark east of the Mississippi

buil

sarked by Lewis is still standing. This is the 0

River.

Se it known that under the Albeny treaty of 1722, white people had no right to sur-

g—that is Mississippl drainage--in 1751.
the Greenbriee Valley hnder 't. he

on the western water

vey
nowever, Lewis and others had ® plan to colonize

ss=e of the Greenbrier Company, end this company fooled the King and Council into believ=

Greenbrier flowed into t he James River. Under this pretense, & charter was giv-

. - - -5
ing swhe

en to take up for settlement & hundred thousand: acres of land in the Greenbrier country.

Now the quédtion naturelly arises why did not Andrew Lewis go further and include in
nis survey the i‘;;a bottom lands of t he Fair Ground and adjoining farms. It is believed
thet Jacod "erlin 18id cleim to that part of the bottom for his own. The only basis for
this belief is that twenty-five years later Lawrence Drinncn had hlS fort on the present
Tair ’.rz:r.ic and his wife was Sallie, a daughtar of Jacob Merlin.

As soon a8 Lewis and others began to survey out land on the Greenbrier River, the
tnilans through the Long House ofthe Six Netions began to send word to London about the

vislstion of the treaty of 1722, Orders of the King and Council did not keep the Scotch

Irish beck; they merely left their surveying tools at home. We know that Jacob W X
arwick's

Biiher ELisale th ,n.m.].lp .J‘ 11 f I, 1. L - ! oy 'rot
< L r '_LU wap 1“1”&: ﬁt .."l]l].![‘.(]ﬂ ln 1?65 h

ek Lo the folk in lreland The lettier wa
: A 8 from Greenbrier The k
. 3 ing got suspicic
us of

T i g & 4 "
tee sscrivtiiom {" (L ] b y ni th ‘rld CU'I LEture i\‘.l' {:curdi
d ¥ 1 l r went (l’ L t R A
ik i‘g the n - ns to

ia viaws 3% sheudd & i
wve been limited to the Allegheney Mountaine for it "
| 8 western boundary
8 Ll ssanti :
riime ssltlers who had come in here had stirred up troubdbl
; ' : u e wi Indj.u.
s leried Lthe Fresch ard Indian Tar., et

At Ll" lhb)’ ’1.".‘%11.1 hl .JJQCt. -h. '.ﬂ. n
-a eneg

Sy of », cCab



Page 2
killed end ceptured 18 persons. This was August 12, 1755,

Miarline Bottom and
ed Fort Greentrier just before and efter

Bewis had been here in a kind of fort cell

4 merched them

reat, but he had taken some Indian prisoners at t his place an

Qaock's de

e on the eastern side of the Allegheney.

| Fort pinwidd

rinally four years after Virginia had become

an independent atate and celled her=

ommonwealth of Virginia, Lewis got his deed. Thomas Jefferson, Governor, re=

£ the C
thet Lewis had made composition with the commonwealth by t

eiting he paying of two shill

ne was given a grant or deed for 480 acres of land at the mouth of weings(knob)

ings,
Creek
zevolution had been sbout won by that time. The generals delay in proving up his lnnd

by virtue of a survey made Oct. 11, 1?51. This doad was given June 2, 1780. The

-lsims can essily be eccounted for by the fact that he was bust with the affairs of the

Frerch and Indian War and he had been detained as a prisoner of war in Canada. .

e came back from Cenada in broken heslth in 1780, leaving a will by which he éage
the 480 mcres at Harlins Bottom to his son John Lewis.~ John Lewis didd the next year
leaving the lend to four of his children, Charles, Samuel, Andrew and Eliza. They in °
turn sold it to Jacob Warwick and Warwick signed the title bond to William Poage Jr. as
¢ sarriage portion, Poage was a Major in the war of 1812. He was one of the charter

seuters of the court that formed Pocahontas County, and was'ahafiff of the county. H
) . 2 He

4

tisd ir 1827 leaving the land to two of his children, Wﬁods'%oage and Margaret P
oage

\Mre, Je=es A. Price).

-

f® rext move in title was that Woods Foage sold his hal f of the land to hj b
. ' is brothe

Jases A, Prie X
Frice, this gave the Prices 2,211 acres in and around Marlins Bott
: ottom.

Atlar Jsnes r..".' o . n turn
¢ nold the Woods Ponge farm to Dr. George B. Moffett, who in t 1d
i o i . ’ 80
Af of 1% to Mugh Melaughlin When the t
. o¥n site was proposed i
: n 1891 as the 1
ast

e Tirginia Poos towns, the title
wns in the names of t h
e following
personl:

" ex « BeClintt L)
18X 1114
" am J. MeLaughlin, A. M. U(‘Lnuthlill. Samuel D
s AR S ] + Price, ¥illiam
VER wers all Tersa. There wseres no

: ‘ commeroial notivities whatever. . Hunt :
; I — I.'.rqy are Lhe nearest slores .l'.riul was

Fromi=«1928 Blus Book by Andrew Prd
ce

Prd..--r sahont
o ) a8 Tinss~=Dog -
wet. 24, 1938
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1, msking i% the winter of the big snow,

v macezver of 1890 anepoxh meking snow fel

¢¢ lsy on the ground to the depth of three fest or more, Colonel John T. McGraw of

_ reon cade a visit to this county and purchageq the farms knowna s Marlins Bottom for

v ?

§

—
PRiv &

gite. The name of the postoffice had been changed in 1887 from Merlins Bottom

., parlinton, Nrs. Janie B, Skyles, a Maryland lady, wae inetrumentel in bringing about

senge. She objected to the'word Bottom as not being & nice word. The old-timels_

orrified when they found thename had been changed, btut the harm had been done and
eal to congress failed to undo the harm. r, Skyles soon afterwards moved away

e 12t us christened with & new nsme. -

The purchase of the town site by Colonel McGraw was the first intimﬁtion that the

¢ had of the proposed railway developments. The plan was that the Camden System o;

*22s was to extend up Williams Rivef,aﬁross the divide at the head of Stony Creek

arlinton, JIt was a part éf the plan that the'Cheaapeake and Ohio would build

*msion from Hot Springs to Marlinton to comnect with the Camden. The railroad was

ime because of & money pasnic which came to the county. Colonel Mc-

' ¥9% Eed invested largely in lands elsewhere in the county, neger ceesed to try to

FUORt capitalists in this county and develop it w th a railroad. His atteﬁtion was

“® raturel route for & railroad up Greenbrier River. He had a Survey made from

foncevert at a cost of $10,000, and it was on this locetion that fhe rail-

¥arcs begun in 1899 and finished in 1901.
"¢ ol Marlinton was laid off in town lots in 1891, and widely advertised sas g

¥r. tould be built. The Pocahonias Development Company was chartered ang

scres on which the town wae to be built. Thﬂy put valunbla improve_

i ffer of $5,000 to be applied on a new courthouse was made, if the peo
»oul hange the county seat from Huntereville to -'--ﬂl‘linton_ The elect
Cl=
gnve Lhe cunty seat to \u rlinton. At that time Marli

nton

& 1 100 people.

Y% 88 soon &8 Lhe rellroad was completed. It was incorporat d.
¥ |Le
4 ; &od hald ite Firet election on May S, 1900
. ¢ a) o & .
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tovn of Fillsboro is ;qu'.‘-.:s:l #n w riel enl tesuliful velley, A4S Two
- S0 Fe > v d 3 "' . o ';r
31 miles 'fror the nearest reilroad wtetion cslled Secbert and ‘named In
'3y by tle newe whict settled there'dn dthe willeraness in the early
£ \- . 3 . » s Sl
38 es zeted for aicrerd uill, the riozeer :irom lortl “ercliai Who
Cie e ® coua fsry du tlie ueighvorhood-of ~Lobeliel, 7 lis hcuse was an
ser™ L€« oinon girty, the rexefite,LoldthatiShe  tndiens vere
¥ B ie displer of the home of Tr. Fill thatithey calledibinm Tre
- - 2
built of shewed logs, end tle spece treenwes £i1led widh woc
: % then whitevashed, It had three porchres, twoc tszll chimmeys:and
e . 21ls Lreck weas nsmed for Ir. Hill, and, btecause o kis sterlins wortil,
requier. &5 long as its waters flow". The creek flows through>a X

ci’ incresses its velocity until it plunges over = precipice more then
# . * . -

the beautiful Fells of Hilis

e —

: .
settler, John Bruffey the pipneer,. -
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1te+in=c the 1;.",:":"'

Droop Mountein he beholcs of unsurpassed

» mounteins,

i

gne brightness ov

the sun pours his effulgent wermth

% prve s .
L A el
Il

and hills as they unite in proclaiming "The lord g

neth, let

:ce." He also beholds nwistoric ground, for 1t wes at the foot of

wvhete Genersl -Averill with 5000 men oitched their tents before the

n vhich began on lovember 6, 1863,

]
cious snd educational center. Jdohn Jorden

ame, pave a building site to the liethodist church, which was destroyed

)

nev heve since built four otier churches in the cormunity end now worship

® ver; comfortable, comriodious building in the tow. of willsboro. Jn extracts
i .
gre igurnal of Rev. Francis Asbury, we {ind thel iz Ure yeors 17ve, 1790 and
|
1
17 £ -clistic tours through this sectic f the country, COmMILE
3 = LY
- ‘ cunty, eerch time and being enterteined an? preeching at the
: eel in the Little Levels, going from there o the Drinnen home where he '
— { i i
- "9 1 n - ’ = L RiE - 1 = 1 ey % 2 <
: 80 "gledly" and entertained so "yindly" in the Edrey neighborhoods.
E %53 . ‘ |
: 4 |
.

Cloverlick, down through Tygerts Valley in'HTniolbh )
— \ - ey ]

At the Mcleel home lively religious discussions were

che ple cormunitye
; erisn Church wes orgenized in the yeer 1793. The early

ect worshiped for ms eers was leter built scuth escst
- = -~ - w - T ‘—
L] + = | . -l 4
eretery 318 81 11 ke ‘t;i‘_. n 15830 ke chure WAS re-
1
g FOBj g, o i vieitun were elected elaers ihe
&t S
r
- . I - are BV e Ty '
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.ession of the schools! influence OL the mincgs ENQ hesrts of the

repent yeurs the old nsme of Hillsboro hes been restored ©O the towne.

n) ¢ Yonca City, Oklahoms, hers contributed some recollections of

. from his rerarkable memory of conversations heard in the home of his
A
. Ve & Duntlap. e t}hinks the first teacher ever in Hillsboro community

¢+e nsme of Keenen who teught more than & hiindred yveers 8EO. This tescher

1

verv learned men Irom +he fect tha

ct
= 3
o
(2]

culd resd end write snd had

es Hev. John S. Blain,. s Presbyterien trescher, & teacher,
. 1esoribed s & large, lean, sirong men, possessed of & kindly
. -
. The description is somewhet contradictory. es he is seid to
e second dsy of school, 1 +re third day, and five ar six
4 - -t ’ = y S | — v T ~ - i 1t
\ . After trct so further trouvle Wes experienced. "Lt e
r; repugation thet haa 1O DE disciplined sud re used TLE Ti6eds
. - ‘e of Drs blain was & 1iss lecRoberts, sister of archivsld
a ' 6, o - Pt R T B 1A ar
vi+H trem, told thet penthers would sometimes enter
. - % g - :_*:-__' ‘-‘.-,-. 1 TC—'C“' CT'TC, ..‘I”:,.—(- PP"'.T"E-’:' e :‘ ‘55&01:},
Focahontes, was the next teacher. e was well educated
%
‘ ed only 1 ie was & Whig, &nd
o4 Letween ® Vhig and a Demoorst, in whiech the Whig
et b ~ r o A4 n e 1 3 " o
2 " ta bece so dispgusted thot he followed
ant @ = 4 - +ely ro o } ) ¢ } ]
f 1« ly routed the Democrat that he rade it
' .
8 3 L 1 . . ¥
[ g Ll
. L Fprents st ni be was ipstrumental
‘ ik or Wit tta
s 3




Fege &
; Tyrees and otlers of Fayetts ¢ unty; the Haypes and olhers

ne, Jerre, sand othere of Greenbrier couniy;

c+

he

aud Ruchmens, of Highland county, Virginis, and the Lewises

l‘ iCT4 & ~
]
~ tath county, virginia. He teught throughout the entire year sgd
1M = h)
A f1v of the more advanced PUE11E, noteblly, Hev. Wm. Fo. Frice snd ‘Heve
¢ . ’
ot s nis opinion THET mbout eiflty [upils were &S miny A5 O48 TEH

- Serinkel teught in the home of Colonel i‘cheel, the first year of the

wed wes hetrothed to John Burgess, the first men from this community to be

¢t e Torthern soldiers. in their initial reid through the couniry.

-3 1ives were molded in this fine institution of lesrning. Tre lives of iT.

end csre to dwell among us when the country was in i%s infancy.

"

& vere walusble sdditions to the social 1life of the community and through their

Y : shed much good in this-land of their adoption. %*r. Cornelius
5 , eldes: son in' the family, wes & fine teacher far many years and died re-_
5 rred by 211 ¥ino knmew him.” LrSLUBrr.e btulting Sydenssricxzer, a daughter

1.5 & Tissionery to Lhdnk, velny seuat s & menber of

M v £ L= -tk =

. e Piret vermenent settler in the wilderness of the Tlillsbero
ee), of Freéderick County, Virginie. Jfe wes of & pugilistic
P
fanyr +het he had slain his antspgonist, fled from his native
e ¢ folloved the trend of 11¢ €s. After spending
- - o - |
: he emerpe d nto thie seoction of the country and was
¢h the fertile lenc, fine timber eand the general outleo)k
M s | ] ] ¥ + ™ 3 )
s ¢ 661 . LU the pgeutle slope between where
! COa ¢ care ) ap o
wRLO al'e 1In
, tent X ware heny airoling the oRIp




Trie

- . - 2 b + Ay
sepinr His pun nERT S -
When in the direciion

the rool,

forming e locked in
the light of the camp fire, the fiery eyes of .& panthers.

ts 4l

A
Cherles and Jacob

held, Ly
n petting rid of the unwelcone visitor.
¥
guise in bringing to

2] -
=
gel s
hWed recovered and wWas in
.
filled

«+ile out hunting for venison gnd fish he met
rels in di

.

his home lend, who proved &n
crotitude that .

the men he thought he had killed
b

]
stives of
.~ ] d
1ed +idings that
c1+h, Imegination feils To convey the greet reliel and
-+t 0 Im e wes not & murderer, of which his future life geve convincing
ecigence. Ee invited the lLennisons to skere his camp aud gided them in selecting e
= site ad oining his Gra&cte About this tink Johu lesneel must nave built hinsell
\ ) :
. cebin in the rear of the Latthew dJohn iciheel residence, nesr & wonuerful Spring
- - ™ = - 5 . - - - - wT D &
i, +hst locality. These three men soon returned 10 Tae lover velley ofti Virginia.
It =us ivig visit thet he rorried Yerthe David who wees tor » Weles in-1840,
iheir rerrince they ceme to the Little Levels 0 mave their nome. iheyw
2 Wielch Bible now in the possession of Joseph S. lclleel, son iof

- e

Lacb

+he men who offered, free of charge, marble or granit to build

. ?czeelt
Iyis stone exists in grest abundence within our beautiful hills
t. It has been

S ar

the he

o

ed

cleel is
Stpt@larvitcl. *his
cunteins and fhat sheiter our velley on the Wes
tment to mnny'to hz%e such & generous offer rejected and one
t of every citizen with a just

vouall

%1 §obels
een sccepted would have fil
Ce
deeply impressed v ense of uod's providential
. \ '-.‘1
, i L & tAe hill set nrart for
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cug, the gr

llege enclosing e scene of e’nfbr_i.t.nc_ing'beauty. £ : ey = A4,
- - Ld
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the villsge o besutiful a'xd ricturesque spr'!-n !s found ‘-uclced nm* in
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OTHER EARLY SETTLERS.

Thomas Drennin,
settlers in Pocahontas County were

| Othgia;;rl%obert Moore, John Johnson, Thomas Johnsgg,ciobﬁzgrgﬁgé
'111123 Poasd’ Patrick Slaterly, Robert Duffie, Thomas gisiricy
;;tnnin and Jahn Smith, who settled in what 1s now Edray .

innell, John Swit:zer,
wis, Alexander Waddell, James Br 3 2
*chaizmgilif Wiiliam Clendenen, Abra?gﬁ chegl,Tﬂggiznégirgezﬁésggﬁn
s n Kennlson, Davld ‘Kennison, Jos eard,
gtiiéanwﬁz settleéd 1t what 1s now Little Levels District.
’ .

~ In Greenbank District the earliest settlements were made Just

prior to the Revolutionary War and the family name of some of the
settlers who owned land in the Grecnbenk District between the yegrs
1770 and 1799, were Gillisple, Given, lcKeamys, Tallman, Townsen s .
Moore, Rucker, Hartman, Ingram, Jarvis, Warwick, Duncan, Sloan, McCarlee,
Cartmill, Taylor, Conrad, Kerney, Coberly, Nottingham, Rumbaugh, Cove augh,
Munson, Griffin, Wooddell, Lamb, Trimble, Kerr, Pattgn, Galligher, Galfora,
Higglns, Kincald, Donovan, lMackley, Armstrong, -Dysard, Taber, Tackett,

itton and others not mentioned in khe rec

ords. Many of these names have
appeared from the citizenship of the county, yet there remains the

;a;_:ane, Warwicks, Taylors, Conrads, Nottinghans, Wooddells, Kerrs,
Galfords, and Suttons, substantial citizens of the county.

These ploneers, regardless of where they settled, had to live in a
very eimple and rough way. Their hous

es were bullt with logs hewn and
well notched down, covered with clap boards héld on by weight poles, no
nalle were used in putting on the roof as all neils at

made

¥ -

: ghenles and the demand so great
“A€y were not obtainable west of .the mountains. The floors were made
puncheons: that is logs split in s

labs and dressed smoothe with an adgz.
quently big slabs were used for tables and three legged stools for

8ire and peffs in the walls for wardrobes, and the 8lde walls were full
portholes for the purpose of defense agalnst the Indians.

‘ 2 Every home
‘eeseec a snop made rifle, which was consldered the most valuable anda

in blacksmith shops east of the Alle

r
& )
-]
ot

-

HOoNO™mMO
1

;O DM Y
(

L

-
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ul article about the home.

» aress of men consisteéd of a
- Lk

- B ‘ Qe fur cap, moccasins, pants ang a
sTingec nunting shirt. Only the Bil]’lpl@Bt ways of liVlnS were possible
- Py e 5T v ¥ i - % . I
s an e worked hard from morning until night and the men hag many things
0 €0. Yo hours were spent in 141 : . %3 3
: oo Hgngl e gty P! o nees; ‘there were lands to be cleared:
erope to be .5lnfu and Aarvested, game to be killed and the hides to bé
Lf’ff:?:.r;~:ff ::rlfﬂﬂun Lo hf}l“””r however, that these Ploneers were
and finarcisis, JAPPY people. They vere all on equal footing, socially
RnS financially and were o nelghborly, help ful people to

Seeiden Lhe

wards eaoch other.
Ln:'unnlpu ol the
nomes, 1L YadE necens

ary to Lo
anc Lo have all

SEARNd of Asr

early settlers in e

'::: & constant lookout for hostile Indilans
A0NAG ‘oad . 3 " .
:Iu‘.lh!.h »elr'e so lIl:f‘oJ’ nn aeo -11:I luy. 1“ o - ! = “udd(.n “t‘t‘a“"k' The
gaved Lhe I.ct‘_?h.'l'I't‘l 'ros can ':r:"! .Ilul t"{“" Uilly t‘ho clouﬂut‘ wntehrulneaa
-t , " oy BOF and doath, In Greent 1t
was bullt oalled the Ware nEeX : s eenbank Distriot a Tort
ant arilled with the :::';;ﬂnirﬂf- “”t?u and boys were taken to this Tort
ey . Wil 8o at Ml é y . O e

U.r:w":;\ es -‘_» Ln"‘_' Ltheir h}r:mn Yere nt.l.u\-ht::.;“y :‘:0111“ < el o 20 Setins
Sisbory on the ubJect, 3y 1o o od, hille the

X atad ot ‘) ' 18 no recorded
ilved in & slate or . ISDense u, $11 o :t-':rej theless BRAE BB a anatat - e
. u LA Ml & - -

stablishing their
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toth local couniy end state end federal government.

-

Information.Court Records.Marlinton.W.Va.




- 4

m el G.Smi'bhoHiJ-J-Euu.w.u.-_.-_
nty Gov ernm

t.Sema

of the county court of 1859 they ordered

At the June mecting

‘ James Kelllson and Jess€y Cochran to act

mill clm
migsion to view & gite for a road from the old Beard
a8 & commiss

locust Oreek to Spice Run with intersection with the road leading up
lattle Creex and thence to the Greenbrier County line .It was at this

ceme meeting of the court that the county levy was layed amounting to

§2,772.80 and of this amount 41,116.84 was to go to meet the needs of

th e poor.

Yo goubt the first Notary Public to se€rve Pocehontas County was

none other then Wwilliam Skeen as he was commissioned by the Governor of
rginie Jenuary.I.I860 to serve as a notary for Rath,Allegheny and Poc-
ghontas Counties end from that time té the present we have had men comm-
{ssioned es Notarye for the Connty and state.It was at this same time th-
at nilliem Curry was commissioned a title as special commissioner to settle

and adjust ell eccounts that came before the court.At the May term of

wes deened ndvigeble to take a poll of the county to see whe-

. L
sher OF NOT thé court

#hould buy a farm to be used in caring for the poor,

this 5}(’11 "es t0 be tak m the

lagt of May.IS60.William Skeen was chosen as

monw m ith of 1)

118 county for ma term of 4§ yemrs starting

C ol eel

Wae elect ed Bheriff of the county HSCE o

.taver,Jamee F i

Charles




ot Virginda Vri®erl =

- el

Boo ty Governmmt.s.a.s.!'ocahontu County.Page # 2————-

end Amos Barlow as his deputi es.James E.Moore wes elect ed commisel-

ﬁntr of the rwinue of Pocahontas County for & tcrm of two years starting

Febuary I1.I86I.

The county levy of I£60 was ¢ 2,485.61 to be collected from II52
s4+hebles and the following July term the court layed the levy for 1861
shich amount ed to § 2,458.58 from IIN3 tithables._

It was on Merch IS6I that a committ e composing of John McNeel,John

¥.Ruckmen and Wm.O Kinnison were appointed to view a way for a road from

the Pheobe McNelll mill on Swago Creek up the mountain to David Burgesses

e w— e

of Spruce Flate thence to Baver Dam on Williams River and today

-
-

his old road is visible but not in use,this road was on what is known as

ne Young Mountein but was replaced in later years by a road up near Canmp

gecret Hollow end on to Williams River.

At the Feoruery term 1862 the Justices of the county were summoned

Oy the court Lo eppear before that body p ertaining to the matter of § gett-

AT IT0m the B ] 5
g B ¢ salt WOTKB 10(..¢.Ltf‘d in Sln}’th County Virginia,knorm as the

Steart Buchanan Lomoeny. -
peny.Allen C.Burner was chosen to act as egent for the
‘..:}',h“ 5 L2 J0d iy 1r . e
/ couidd only get her Quota which was distributed equal-
.,‘ L Y ThE® Inhe i.:'_'.‘_-_-_u - ;
Facahontan Oounty.Short ly aft er this we obtai-
sed east 2 Th ¢

\Afgton 8 t Worl ;
i Rl 'ee all thie salt was put out by the




- —

pors ' project—= k “

bogt Virginin
43 County Gov ernment . S.G.S.Pocahontas County.Page # 3 ————

M eneir familiee.So all the salt used on the westem wat ers came from ol

4 virginie,having to be brought great distances often by pack horse and in

Jat er years by wagons that made tTips to the Eastern side for suppiies o

searly in the Spring and in the Fall,this mede salt very high but was Very

wsential to the inhebitants of what is now Pocehontas County as there was

no laws on game of any kind and th eir principal meab supply came from the
seer,Sear,Wild Hogs,Turkeys and other wild geme that roamed this vast wild-
erness during the firsy half of the I8 th century,this meat had to be preser-
ved by salt,besides wvhat wes used in salting the domestic animals of the
ioneers of this county.So it is plain to be seen that the County Court at
that time had & very difficult task administering these alloted products,and

it was soout this time that an agent was chosen by the court to obtain medic-

g |

Virginia for the inhabitants of the what is now Pocahontas Coun—

& - 14
d0€e 2TOm O4Ad

ty.a8 all gusnl h t . 3
y ppllies had to be pessed on by the Governor of Virginia,that is the

gg it ,medicine and other

oods that had to be processed in diff erent parts of

reinis and eent out to 4 manv
L O her many logalities within her borders

# no dttle task for t
£ Tor theee gentlemen to adninister to

%A w . &
iird in arew of square miles with 942,86l

BUTraB e «Q

‘.J.I. end Gre nb e -
mbrier.Foocahontas having % magist er-

" yreCcinots in v W )
’ in the 2 nd, Congrectional




M
T

5 8 u-t—ﬂi st

o perving W“m

gty mode of travel was ‘“D“‘.? Te cn
_“ - 1:" -.

geerble at the County Bemt which 1- -  from

e "* ‘ “"4, ~
county to edminister justice to the wr—-ﬁ ot r" ad b

e - p
.‘ * -‘ b -
q o

it eeid that ve peple here ia Pocshontas Oounty “ﬂ.“ iim

men that gave thelr services is srder thet we might Mave & good sounly Oove

¢rnment,a prosperous county and & good county ta whieh %o lve,sith lane

Mmacted by these county

courte that heve prot mt of our righte And gave us a

£00d county govemamt,

Informetion. County Court

‘ Grder Books #5 & § .marlinton.¥.Va,



EM

2 socahontas County.Fage # Yee—mmmem
;_‘I. Go\'trli:,:cj-ltl u-G. Sla ocal Il f

s . 43 2
;s particularly true€ in Focahontes s &t the time of tie
B L .

—
pa
[ S

npew county in I€21 the texes collected by Virginie of
of & Nt

ere & part were a mere trifle but the population in this s€o-
shich W€ W :

thot time received very little consideretion in any Way,but af=
tion at U

ter FoC

28 in the midst of
chontas was formed and our county government was in ¥ -

= O es were collected from
its! people right away we began to grow more iaxes W

g

. S
: 4 . TOV &r o)
to year,vhich wes spent wisely on necessary improvements and today

procdice our vast numbees of livestock and grain that in

mak€ up our property for taxation that the county is operated on.

Pocahontas County has a very efecient county government

byx her people ang for her people,

n.County Records.lerlinton. i.Va.

kley,Buckeye.%.Va.

W.Va.Blue Books 39-4o.
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: s . 2
Ly Govern ent.Samel G.Smith.}iillsboro... .Ve .Pocehontes Coe #
y eI " wlh b

o€ peEeEn bu—
e iG] . ~yr county Toeds have DEEL
kire or pey off thes€ bonds, mch of ©

e -asoline tax and the money derived from the szle of sutomobi 1€
The g8

1scense heve lifted & great burden from the county governments ghoulders

L& °

~cang Of raising revenue o buildg and meintain our cless (A) roade
our se€condgury or class (B) roads were€ kept up BY county taxe€s until

nen the stat€ took OVEr all roads in the state,all machiné€ry and

-ent that wes own€d by by the counties throughout the state.Pocahon-

o -

sunty hes approximately I,500 passenger cars,? 0 trucks and IO motor—

revel the roads throushout the county that they thems elves

:41d end meintein by gesoline tax and license.

0
il
o

=11 5 : 1 L .
end 34 meny sections of the county weere without

gince thet time th

he %.P.A and the C.C.C have bullt roads until
s€ctions in the entire county with
1d roads have been built by the C.C.Y into the

wnere wild lfe is plentiful and plenty

Yy oI Too
T Cne o "
f C a 111 oul - ‘(\
[ 4
|
'S IR yoenhontan. ) S K v
. e
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; Wost Virginia WEALESE

t-y sov ernment.Semael G.Smith.Eillsboro. .Ve. Focahontas Coe¥ Jo
gietrict Road fund end in this vey if a certaln dgistrict want-

80 &
ed to build some extra road over and ebove their ellotment from both
the gmeral county fund end vhat théy might have availsble in their
etriot roed Iund,vthey could issue bonds to be retired by extra tex-
ation on this particular gistrict.(( Report next week will geal with
sh e bond issues of Pocahontas County from time to time.)))))) 1NI))))))

In I926 when A.C Barlow was elected to the County court re€p-—

lecins E.E willisams the court had three pemocratic members which is

thet the minority perty should have representation on the court who in

ct

‘urn répresent the population of the county.In 1928 William M.Buckley
carri€d the county by a good majority
the other counties in thie senstorial gistrict.In
JTE € F.Hull of purbin wes e€lected to the House of

[ 4 T e - "
J +LIG AaMm Vas (1(\:4‘: (\‘1 .'.‘..r‘-[':(.‘_"[:or i

ck

h J.R Gum,

I(,)

¢ 3 g 1 -
w A il PP | ‘-._..z_,.(




lr'm-rl.v"t-S-G-So}‘OGLhOn"G&B Countys gLt ke
- "Jalh' PRt o

+ins Attorney over nie Bepublicen opponcnt A.L Cooptr &nd
acuting ;

1cpk: fexdh Yottin ham was clected over hie Republican ozPp-

s addeon vho had £i1lled thie position for I2 ycars prior to thé

7’

. ona Yoogy Kincede wes successful for County Clerk over E.C Smith

- evub lcan candidpte. RN Yottinchem was €lectéd ASBEREOT over Edd

. a.w Beavn Tas eleoted Oovnty SuryeyoL over John T.Nelgon,with
wwn bein: €lecteq over A.C pifer for County Court member for Ed-
4 strict,And to the HousE of pelezates the late ¥

F.R H11l wae €lected

1034 the citizens of the county vot€d on an aménam—

crat ‘hxt hed hed tuch criticiem and comment up until that time the
s4cption of the Prohibition smendunent elfter mach talk pro and con
election wes held and when the votes were countéd it was found that
te stood for ratificetion 7988 end egeinest retification 2915.
197 ottincham was €lecteg Sheriff over Valter Shal-
A 5 it vt e ol 2 to 226,'ottingham chos€ a8
. \ A pe Officec peputy,F ri nels hlin,Rel> DOTE
n . Vi t ¢y Richera
‘ ,
€rint ADB ) . tar Dem 3787
' i tonte [ wee( pem— “JI1I7,8.J
I ! phell R Y




(."'" :. '-cu.l g\,u.lonﬂas \-’ounky }!"t-&.p_
ov Qnm T St

D ey I Hwl oy M t al=h
vien of 1938 .8 Brith o wWee SAROSCUSEIARRHEEEY Ooury
f J.\q. -
ljoun opponent oy & vote of 2729 to 2I10,June kKellwee wes 1
epub 4105

. eleoteq to the€ Hous € Of pelegetes from Focehontas over his Repub lican
~ent Drel.0 MoCub cheon 2813 to 2“2:: Yoo dy Fincedé was elected County
_—A‘I.;._.;: over Lerritt I ¢llison by & vote of 7496 to I77I,Richard NcNeel of
3 11p0int havi ing been eppointe€d by the court to £111 out the uneéxpireéd
exm of Lerth Nottingham resignea Clerk of The Circuit Court faileg to run

Crady K.K Ve lected over D.C Adkison Dy & VOtE
Sor the next term out Grady K.loore was € cted

soout I9IC to IS5 efter 211 the virgin timber had been cut on our

vest timbered areas numerous forecst fires broke out bulrning ov er thousands

o7 zcres of this cut over land fer back in the mountains the smoke€ being so

ieng€ it wes crovwded in by low humigity to our towns and villages until it
ie€d visivility to be very poor end for many miles away the sroma of bur-—
. leav ce e

1d to be put out at the eipense

this time€ thousands of dollars were neid out dy our
v €& county £ - I8 .
‘L€ county g 11re,this we

3 Wil

28 2ll gone by

¥ 4 o~ . W - : -~ ~
) L soout over the county werning men out to fipht fires
t i b +
: D BLlON B t O thelr ¢ LETENTB .
: ' y Tt Hoc 8 Trom I932 to 4O Merlinton.W.Ve
0B liC Bank [

sk Ll e
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- .;hc
t settled on +he weet €rn gige of ¥

™e first settlers tha

11y elong the€
ing took up large tracte of lend,€specialiy
degh eny pountains g

tﬁ.s L-O'Ll..u - 8. :

e IR Tl h € :f t. egae et le . €rs \&.B
£ mOuUIl v vwes & . et T v

A o b LW €en I‘ |'l —
.---lc‘h. [ - -
- - E-. - -. *O eh L ill O.Il bo —

i 1 - a3 i - 1 e
~+ler Nounteins for which this chain of mountains was named,on this -arg

srect the late John Buckley the pioneer peid 0.75 on this entire tract

for on€ year,the tax €s were payeble at Staunton Tirginia, thus this long

ey their texes s0 you can e€asily s€e why a néew county was formeg
e o » & e

rmment brought closer home to the inhabitants of the

spper portion of the Greenbrier Veley.Pack about that time some of the
elitgons €d 750 ncres near Violet and the owner said he would have

o pell is land beczuee he could not pay the taxes Jhich we-
C . ; +€ entire tract,all of vhich wes peid at Staunton Vir—

& . ¥ tTd To get end the trip to Btaunton wes long angd tir-

SRONE,& 54 *3 € led t ation of cahontas County in ISl

68 » s ! very 1ittle eny benefits from the taxes the
e A8 18
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# 2
sov ernment, Samicl G.Smith.H*_lla‘doro.?:.Va.Pocahontaa Co.# 2

¢ eng it is vy goubtful if this section vould have aavenc€d a8

1
% hoe,if it had not formed & seperet € county functioning within its

sell.
rocahontes is and has long clessed as an egvanc ed education-

a1 county having had one of the first High Schools as it would be ter -

=ed today the 0ld Academy at Hillsboro and one at Greenbank serving the

seople of both the upper and lower end of the county until togay Poca-

nontes Oounty has 3 accredited High Schools with 28 t eachers,these High

o

chools are The lLittle Levels pistrict High lo@ ed at Eillsboro,Egray

vl

trict High at larlinton and Greenbank High School at Greenbank,besidges
ir €0 elexentary schools of these II are Graded Schools with more than
€ room end IaxEkiexgrozp we find 6 colored or Negro schools scattered
gbout over the counly where our colored pcpula.tioz.'t is the greatest.These

r chon _! €y vy vy L

O 499 1 & 'L‘ }* s 8 e
ploy I taechers g€ employed by the High Schools while the

Cpindes 1 ere employed for our €lementary schools,this is less
BERCO4S BLC 2€es Teuchers than vas used in the county up until about I9033
ghtn Conscildntion weae starte LB® we had around 80 schools up until that
LAiRE Shat fEp oy L t Leachore.
i . ! 4% Took about half of the taxes collectesd in
7 ¢ Blid pay our teacherg as the state
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i1 that time but since thet time the stete€ hes

lvag very small up unt

3

in our school sys‘h.em and revinue as in 1939 the

sributed greatly

| his Co-
tate contributed % I75 ,511.00 and in IS0 the state sent to
Blav

ig the amount spent DY Pocahontas

unty § 161,810.C0 end the following

-~ B I
County in that ye€er earrent taxes collectéd @ 6o,61%.00 state ald @ 161,

£10.00 other receipts & 11,588.00 total receipts all funds § 236,009.0C0

snent in Pocehontas County for school purposes all this mon€y wWas rels€d

by taxation of some sort either by our county leévy or Dby t:_a.xes collected
by the siate in Pocahontas County and returneéd to the county in the form
of State Aid to our school system,the state aid ie determined by the am-
ount of taxes that the state collects within our borders mostly by the

Consumers Sales tax but others are collected also and & percent returneg

is P T
t0 the Cu-__n_,-J.

Undér our old tax system our County CJourt could rasise what ever

.y - FE s
B OUTLV ek iy

L 4 B " X )
“L€lr eatimate called for but after the passage of the tax

Anzendment t > 4 3
‘®nt they were not able to do this so other sources of

revenue ne a To be « gtaslicshea + - Y 2 ~
L&) ...j...].[f.‘ "]) Ill(&t 'L;J.lB [‘}‘.OI"T,{‘{_)E 01 :.10nq, 0 if it o

notT 40 OUr satie [:_: Ad vy

'Lr"jullj ].[u‘ e "% R e . L i
ehorter terms of school and our entire

a1 |
ved Phows the

growth and wealth of any county or
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i ) mEI‘e
T ads Khe'n the Count}" wese & 11'31; Sﬁttlea 7€
The county (o] wETE

j1erness by the€ Indians,when the first ‘

trails cut out of our vast W

3 to cut out
white settlers came from beyond the€ alleghenys théy began 1o

these Indian trails that in the years that followed became our mein

highways,but the twc; roe.gs of note were the staunton and Parkersburg

Turnpike coming from across the€ Allegheny lountains and The Marlins

Bottom Lewisburg Turnpike,thes€ two roads led to supply lines, and
Railroad cent ers outside our borders,end the revenu€ of the county we-
nt to keep up these two roads as theéy were the main on€s useéd to get
supplies in from Staunton,¥illboro on the East and to the Greenbrier and

greater Kanzveh Valleys on the South.These roads were plain dirt roads

wnich beceme almst impassible in the fall and winter months,a greater

£
-

theee rain roeds were kept up for years from toll cdllected at
verioue toll getes clong these min highways,but these were gradually

taxation kept them in receir.Along ebout I900 +i

siret mecadm roadse w N s =
i 0 €re built tE‘-.rhll'l.'L\ the pl{lce of the dirt roads that

RETE B0 NUMCTOUS throushaut +3 .
Jghout the county.The Coming of the hard rosds meant

increées €d taxatior I 4
"OR End many times a certain distriot within the county

18 %o waind = ; \
to raime an amunt pufficlent to conslete le

b e . e ;
Aetriot,this peant higher rete of texes
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